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IOWA PHEASANT HARVEST DOWN FROM 2005 
 

DES MOINES – The estimated Iowa pheasant harvest for the 2006-07 season was 
just under 750,000 birds, which was a decline of nearly 60,000 from the 2005 harvest. 
While the harvest was down, Iowa remains one of the premier states to hunt pheasants 
attracting hunters from 43 different states. 

 
This is the third year in a row that harvest was below 1 million.  
 
An all-time low number of 118,000 hunters pursued rooster pheasants last fall in 

Iowa, including 27,000 nonresidents. The previous low was 122,000 hunters following 
the bad winter of 2001.   

 
Just 10 years ago, Iowa boasted more than 200,000 pheasant hunters, including 

more than 50,000 nonresidents.  The decline in harvest and hunter numbers can be traced 
to a decline in pheasant habitat.   

 
As contracts covering large blocks of land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve 

Program were placed back in to row crop production, pheasants lost critical winter cover 
and spring nesting habitat.  Other factors assisting the pheasant population decline 
include less small grain fields and a decrease in hay production.   

 



While the pheasant harvest was down, the estimated quail harvest rebounded with 
more than 75,000 quail taken during the 2006-07 season.  The number of resident quail 
hunters increased 16 percent from 2005.   

 
Hunters harvested nearly 11,000 partridge and 156,000 cottontail rabbits from the 

previous year, which was a decrease of more than a 25 percent for each species.   
 
For more information, contact Todd Bogenschutz at 515-432-2823. 
 
 

### 
 
 
GETTING AMERICANS CAMPING IS FOCUS OF NATIONAL 
EVENT 
 

A national campaign is underway to get Americans to spend this Saturday night 
out camping.  The campaign called the Great American Backyard Campout is sponsored 
by the National Wildlife Federation and endorsed by the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR).   

 
“We want Iowans to go camping, preferably in a state park, but if not, we would 

be happy if they stayed in a county park or even in their backyard.  We just want Iowans 
to get outdoors and camp,” said Michelle Wilson, with the Iowa DNR.  “There are a lot 
of activities going on in state parks every weekend and during the Great American 
Backyard Campout day we will have interpreters in 20 of our state parks conducting 
programs and visiting with campers at their campsites.” 

 
The Iowa Department of Natural Resources has a number of checklists available 

from its website www.iowadnr.gov that offer tips on preparing camping meals, creating a 
first aid kit or filling a tote with toys for the kids.   

 
“Make sure to bring a bug jar for the kids because the lightening bugs are really 

putting on a show,” Wilson said.  Lightening bugs are featured in the July/August issue 
of the Iowa Outdoors magazine, which is also available at www.iowadnr.gov 

 
Campers wanting more information on the Great American Backyard Campout 

can go to http://backyardcampout.org/  
 
“Camping is a great way to get kids involved with the outdoors.  Many of our 

parks offer hiking trails, fishing, offer playgrounds and other activities,” Wilson said.  
“Going camping with your family makes everyone slow their busy lives down, and spend 
quality time together.” 

 
The Iowa DNR manages 51 state park and state forest campgrounds, offering 

more than 5,000 campsites across the state.   



 
For more information, contact Wilson at 515-281-8675. 
 
 

### 
 
 
[Electronic photo available] 
PARSNIP THAT CAN CAUSE BLISTERS 
 

DES MOINES – When people hear the word “parsnip” they usually think about 
that little green condiment at the edge of a dinner plate. But for natural resource 
professionals, “wild parsnip” means an invasive plant that can cause blisters on arms or 
legs while they work outdoors.   

 
“The wild parsnip population along Iowa’s roadsides, pastures and abandoned 

fields is very heavy across Iowa and the Midwest this year and people should avoid it just 
like poison ivy,” said John Walkowiak, forester and land protection leader with the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources. 

 
Wild parsnip, Pastinaca sativa, a native of Eurasia is an erect herbaceous plant 

related to the carrot family growing three to four feet in height.  At this time of year, wild 
parsnip bears hundreds of small yellow flowers, which produce large round yellow seeds.   

 
“Wild parsnip grows in disturbed areas ranging from dry to wet prairies, savanna 

openings and especially along roadsides. Once an infestation begins, it spreads across an 
area to form dense stands that are difficult to control,” Walkowiak said. 

 
Wild parsnip contains chemicals in the leaves, stems, and flowers that can cause 

intense, localized skin burning or rashes and even blisters.  “It appears that contacting 
wild parsnip sap increases the skin’s sensitivity to sunlight giving a dermatitis like burn, 
some people call a false or artificial sunburn that can last for several months,” he said.  
“When walking in areas where wild parsnip exists, people should wear gloves, long pants 
and a long sleeved shirt to avoid contact.” 

 
If contact has occurred and causes blisters, it is best cover the affected area with 

cool, wet cloth, avoid letting the blisters rupture by keeping the area clean and applying 
antibiotic creams or powders. For serious cases consult your doctor. 

 
“Control of wild parsnip is difficult and requires good timing and persistence,” 

Walkowiak said.   To control a small amount of wild parsnip, cut the root one to two 
inches below the ground with a sharp shovel before the flowering begins.  Cutting the 
plants before they flower in April or May can be successful, but the parsnip may resprout.  

 
“Natural resources land managers find the use of selected herbicides (glyphosate 

or triclopyr) in the late winter or early spring shows the best results and avoids skin 



contact with wild parsnip. Using prescribed fire does not harm the plants as it simply re-
sprouts,” Walkowiak said.  

 
Fore more information, contact John Walkowiak at 515-281-5218. 
 
 

### 
 
 
PEREGRINE SUPER STAR ALIVE AND WELL IN DES MOINES 
By Lowell Washburn 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
 

DES MOINES----Sensing a threat to nest and young, the adult peregrines 
launched an attack.  With ear piercing screams and high speed dives, the birds made a 
valiant attempt to discourage the intruders.  But in spite of their bravery, the falcons were 
clearly outmatched.   Armed with ropes, repelling gear, and plastic pet carrier, the 
humans would not leave until the peregrines’ four downy chicks had been captured and 
extracted from their cave-like lair. 

 
“The day we come up here to band the baby peregrines is my favorite day of the 

year,” announced an enthusiastic Todd Hill. 
 
Hill serves on the maintenance staff of the prestigious American Republic 

Insurance Building.  Located in downtown Des Moines, the building’s upper level is 
pocked with decorative alcoves --- a perfect nest site for cliff dwelling peregrine falcons. 

 
Peregrines first began nesting at American Republic in 1993.  Since that time, the 

nest has become a statewide attraction, partly due to the fact that the rare birds can easily 
been seen and heard from nearby sidewalks and courtyards. 

 
“We see all kinds of people who bring their binoculars and view the nest --- 

especially when the young are visible,” said Hill.  “It has really become a very popular 
attraction.” 

 
Part of that attraction is that American Republic is also home to peregrine falcon 

number 93T.  He’s the male of the pair.  A mega star among peregrines, 93T is currently 
the best known, oldest, and certainly one of the most successful falcons in the history of 
the species’ modern-day recovery. 

 
Released by the DNR as 45-day-old fledgling in 1990, the tiercel [male] peregrine 

returned to Des Moines and claimed the downtown area as his territory during the spring 
of 1993.  He’s returned every year since, and has produced an incredible total of 42 
young.  He has outlived two mates, and is currently raising this year’s crop of four 
youngsters with a third partner. 

 



Peregrine falcons feed exclusively on other birds which they obtain through high 
speed chase.  It’s a dangerous way to live, and wrecks can be fatal.  Nevertheless, it is 
probable that during the past 17 years, 93T has survived somewhere in the vicinity of 
10,000 successful kills ---- all without so much as breaking a nail. 

 
“This bird is a real hunter and takes good care of his family,” says Hill.  “We find 

all kinds of evidence on the sidewalk beneath the nest.  Most of the prey he brings in are 
starlings and flickers.  We also see bigger things like pigeons and, once in a while, a 
duck.  Most interesting is the really unusual stuff.  The other day we found the head of a 
screech owl.  That was surprising,” said Hill.  

 
“Watching the falcons is really exciting,” he added.  “Usually we just see them 

carry in food from somewhere else.  But one day when I was leaving work, I saw him 
[93T] smack a pigeon right out of the air.   That was the best. 

 
“Another time I got to assist one of the young.  The baby falcon had just left the 

nest and was stuck in a small tree in our courtyard.  I called DNR and they said to take 
the bird back to the roof.  I did, and its next flight was successful.  We still have a picture 
of that bird on the wall in our office.” 

 
Live video of the American Republic peregrine family can be viewed online.  Go 

to the Iowa Department of Natural Resources’ home page and click on “Live Falcon 
Cam.” 
 
 

### 
 
 
BOBCAT SEASON APPROVED  
 

Iowa’s Natural Resource Commission has approved a limited furharvester season 
for bobcats. The Commission, that met June 14 in Marion, set a quota of 150 bobcats, in 
a season to begin November 3 across Iowa’s southern two tiers of counties.  

 
For decades listed as a threatened species, the bobcat has shown slow, steady 

expansion in Iowa. A radio-telemetry study in south central Iowa has allowed biologists 
to ‘follow’ tagged specimen in the last several years. In addition, incidental captures of 
bobcats--in legal traps set for other furbearers--have risen in the past years. “This is a 
success story. These animals have been restored,” underscored Ken Herring, 
Conservation and Recreation division administrator for the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources at the Commission meeting. “This is an ultra-conservative quota. The 
population will continue to rise.”   

 
The commission’s 5-1 vote followed ‘pro’ and ‘con’ comments from the public, 

both at the Marion meeting and in the weeks prior.  DNR wildlife research supervisor 
Willie Suchy outlined evidence of the bobcat’s expansion, especially through the 



southern third of Iowa. Suchy told commissioners that 160 bobcats were taken 
incidentally, in other trap sets, last season. “Of those, 60 percent were taken in the first 
three weeks,” explained Suchy. “They would likely be caught legally (now) in this 
season.”  Bobcats caught in the past have been turned over to the DNR.  Suchy also told 
commissioners that the limited season in the southern counties would not slow expansion 
of bobcats in other areas of Iowa.  

 
The bobcat season is patterned after the river otter season, which was enacted a 

year ago. Furharvesters last fall reached the 400 otter quota in a matter of days. The 
Commission also approved river otter regulations for the coming season. They include a 
statewide zone, a harvest quota of 400 and allowance of two otters per furharvester.  In 
the case of either species, the furharvester must contact a conservation officer, who 
would supply a special tag. The officer would call in the otter or bobcat to the DNR’s 
harvest reporting system, which would track the number of animals harvested. The 
season would end January 31 or when the quota is reached, after a 48-hour grace period.  

 
Also in that meeting, the Commission approved dates for beaver trapping, moving 

the end date for the season from April 15 to April 1. 
 
 
 
 
COUNTY ANTLERLESS-ONLY DEER TAGS INCREASED, 
JANUARY SEASON EXTENDED 
 

Iowa’s harvest of antlerless deer will remain a focus of the 2007-2008 hunting 
season. The Natural Resource Commission approved final rules for resident hunters at its 
June 14 meeting in Marion.  

 
Among them, is the addition of 10,250 county antlerless tags, keeping the same 

counties open for January’s antlerless season and extending that season for another week. 
The NRC also approved changes in the youth and season, a requirement for shotgun 
hunters using blinds to display blaze orange and a substantial rewrite of the depredation 
program. 

 
While most hunters still purchase an ‘any sex’ tag to harvest a buck or a doe, in 

the last few years, they have embraced the antlerless system. That allows them to buy 
multiple tags, at reduced rates to increase the harvest of does. Reduction of does is 
important in reducing deer numbers in overpopulated areas.  Each county has an 
antlerless quota established, with hunters choosing the seasons and counties they will 
hunt.  Many purchase multiple tags, spreading them across various seasons, which now 
run from late September to late January.   

 
In response, Iowa’s whitetail harvest has leapt dramatically, with a record of over 

211,000 harvested in the 2005-06 season.  Last year, the reported harvest dropped to 
150,552. However, DNR officials expected that. County antlerless quotas in north central 



and northwest Iowa were reduced and a new, mandatory reporting system most likely 
chipped away at the actual harvest figures. “In the field, we checked over 2,700 deer 
taken by hunters. We later learned that 95 percent of them were reported. We suspect the 
rate was probably a little lower for deer that were not specifically checked,” explained 
Willie Suchy, wildlife research supervisor for the Department of Natural Resources.  

 
Following public comments about proposed rules for this season, wildlife officials 

recommended boosting the antlerless tags available. “If we can increase the harvest by 
about five percent in the eastern third of Iowa, we could reach our deer population goal in 
a couple years,” said Suchy. “We are there, or very close to it in north central and 
northwest Iowa. Across the southwestern third or so of Iowa counties, we still haven’t 
gotten the doe harvest to the levels we need.”  County quotas were increased by from 10 
to 35 percent with the June 14 NRC vote. 

 
At the NRC meeting, the Natural Resources Commission also approved special 

zone hunt dates and quotas for 54 areas; ranging from within city limits, to perimeters 
around urban areas to state and county parks. Most are for bow hunting and target 
antlerless deer. 

 
The Commission also approved carryover of unused youth season tags into other 

seasons.  In addition, shotgun season hunters who utilize a constructed blind must show a 
12 inch by 12 inch blaze orange banner, visible from all sides. Also, shooting permits will 
be allowed outside previous time frames for landowners involved in the depredation 
program. Producers facing substantial damage before a season opens may be issued 
shooting permits, to allow taking more deer. Deer taken on such permits must be 
processed for consumption. A full description of requirements will be found in the 2007 
deer regulations booklet, when the become available this summer. 

 
The Commission also approved regulations to be followed by the city of Iowa 

City, as it conducts a controlled, paid sharpshooter program, to reduce deer numbers. 
 
 
 

### 
 
 

IOWA FISHING REPORT 
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For current information on fishing conditions for your lake or area, contact the 
office in that district. Phone numbers are listed with each district report.   
 
Southwest 

Farm Ponds: Bluegill, largemouth bass, and channel catfish are all biting well. 



Nine Eagles (Decatur): Some nice bluegill can be caught from the outside edge of 
the vegetation.  Several mid-sized largemouth bass have been caught near shore.  
Channel catfish are starting to bite near the rock. 

Icaria (Adams): Several mid-sized walleyes are being caught on jigs or jigs and 
minnows.  Several largemouth bass up to 16 inches can be caught near shoreline 
structure.  Crappie fishing is good with several 7 to 9-inch fish being caught near from 
the fish mounds.  Some 7 to 8-inch bluegill can be caught from the fish mounds on night 
crawlers.  The lake is full and running over.  Water clarity is approximately 3 ½ feet at 
the dam. 

Little River (Decatur): Some walleyes are biting on night crawlers and leeches.  
Channel catfish are starting to bite in the rocks.  Water clarity is approximately 4 feet at 
the dam. 

Wilson (Taylor): Largemouth bass fishing is good using spinners around 
structure.  Bluegill fishing is good on jigs or night crawlers.  Some channel catfish are 
biting on stink baits or liver.  

Windmill (Taylor): Several bluegills are being caught near the dam using jigs or 
night crawlers.  Channel catfish have been caught on liver.  Largemouth bass are being 
caught using spinners. 

Green Valley (Union): Fishing is good for channel catfish on night crawlers, 
stink bait or liver off silt dikes or in shallow bays. Anglers are catching nice-sized 
largemouth bass near shore.  Water clarity is about 4 feet at the dam. 

Three Mile (Union): Some nice bluegills are being caught on night crawlers or 
wax worms.  Walleyes are starting to bite on night crawlers and leeches over the mounds.  
Some muskies have been caught near cover.  Largemouth bass fishing is excellent near 
shoreline cover.  Water clarity is about 4 feet at the dam. 

Twelve Mile (Union): Walleyes are being caught, but most are 12-inches.  
Anglers are picking up largemouth bass up to 17 inches, with most between 11 and 13 
inches.  The lake is full and running over.  Water clarity is about 5 feet at the dam. 

Badger Creek (Madison): Channel catfish can be caught from the riprap areas.   
Criss Cove (Madison): Bluegills are biting in the coves.  Channel catfish can be 

caught from the riprap. 
Three Fires (Taylor): Crappie fishing is fair. Largemouth bass are easily caught 

and most are between 10 and 15 inches.  Bluegill fishing is excellent for 7 to 8-inch fish.  
Nice-sized channel catfish can be caught on liver or stink baits.  The lake is full and 
easily usable.  The water has about 2 1/2 feet of clarity. 

Grade Lake (Clarke): Anglers are catching some nice bluegill near shore and in 
the coves. 

Fogle Lake (Ringgold): Crappies are biting near shore at dusk and dawn.  Several 
bluegills are being caught on night crawlers.  Largemouth bass are biting well near 
shoreline cover.  Channel catfish are biting on stink baits. 

Walnut Creek Marsh (Ringgold): Bluegills are biting well near the south shore 
or the edge of the lotus bed. 

West Osceola (Clarke): Largemouth bass fishing is good near shore and around 
the trees.   

Contact: Gary Sobotka (641) 464-3108 for information on the above area 
lakes.  



Big Creek (Polk): Fishing is still pretty good for a variety of species. Crappies are 
still biting on small jigs, however the bite is starting to taper off. Decent-sized largemouth 
bass are being caught along the shore on artificial lures. Bluegills are biting on a small 
piece of night crawler fished around the shore and structure. Walleyes are good on night 
crawlers, leeches and minnows.  More and more legal-sized walleyes are starting to be 
caught. Catfishing is excellent on the windy shore. The fish are up shallow and biting on 
night crawlers, liver and cut baits. 

Hickory Grove (Story): Largemouth bass, crappie and bluegill are all being 
caught consistently. Try artificial lures for the largemouth around structure. Small jigs 
tipped with bait for crappies and bluegills. There have been many reports of good-sized 
bluegills up to 9 inches are being caught. 

Saylorville Dam (Polk): A few white bass along with a few wipers are being 
caught on jigs. Walleye fishing has been picking up with most fish being caught on jigs 
tipped with bait. 

Ahquabi (Warren): Largemouth bass are biting on artificial lures and bluegills on 
worms under a bobber. Overall fishing is slow. 

Banner Pits (Warren): Lots of bullheads are being caught on a chunk of night 
crawler fished on the bottom or suspended just off the bottom. 

Easter Lake (Polk): Fishing has really slowed down. Small bluegills are biting on 
jigs and bait below a bobber. A few walleyes are being caught on live bait. Catfishing is 
still fair on stink bait or liver. 

Contact: Ben Dodd (515) 432-2823, Ext.108, for information on the above 
area lakes 

Orient (Adair): Channel catfish are fair during the day on prepared baits with an 
average size 20 inches. Bluegills are fair and can be caught on small jigs and tipped with 
night crawlers. Largemouth bass fishing is fair using a slow retrieve and plastic worms.  

Nodaway (Adair): Bluegill fishing is fair using small jigs tipped with night 
crawlers. Crappies are slow, but a few are being caught around brush piles with minnows.  
Channel catfish fishing is good using liver. 

Greenfield (Adair): Bluegill fishing is fair with a few still being caught close to 
shore on jigs.  Largemouth bass are being caught using plastic baits and spinner baits. 
Channel catfish fishing has been slow using liver. 

Mormon Trail (Adair): Bluegills are fair on south side of lake in pea gravel.  
Channel catfish fishing is fair using liver around jetties and in the shallow bays. 

Littlefield (Audubon): Crappie fishing has slowed, but a few are being caught 
drifting a jig and minnow.  Bluegills are fair casting a small jig tipped with night 
crawlers.  Channel catfish fishing has been fair in shallow bays and corners of the dam 
using stink bait. 

Anita (Cass): Anglers are catching 7 to 8-inch bluegill using jigs from shore and 
around the jetties.  Channel catfish from 2 to 6 pounds are being caught on night crawlers 
and blood bait.  Largemouth bass fishing has been fair for fish up to 18 inches using 
crankbaits and jigs around brush piles and rock piles.   

DeSoto Bend (Harrison): A few walleyes have been caught drifting night 
crawlers around sunken trees. Crappie fishing is slow.  Channel catfish fishing is good on 
outside bend close to shore in the rocks.  Dip baits with a red worm have been producing 
fish in the 2 to 4-pound range. 



Manawa (Pottawattamie): Fishing for crappies is fair in the canals using 
minnows with bobber or small jigs.  A few wipers are also being caught.  Channel catfish 
fishing is good drifting with cut bait.   

Arrowhead (Pottawattamie): Bluegills are good using jigs with night crawlers.  
Fish are 7 to 8 inches.  Channel catfish are good using liver and prepared bait close to 
shore around jetties. 

Prairie Rose (Shelby): Crappies moved away from shore and fishing is slow.  
Channel catfish is good fishing shallow bays with liver.  Bluegills are good with 
spawning fish close to shore.  Small jigs tipped with night crawlers work well.  A few 
largemouth bass are being caught using crawdad-colored lures. 

Willow (Harrison): Bluegill fishing is fair using jigs tipped with night crawlers 
close to shore. 

Schaben (Harrison): Bluegills are fair with spawning fish close to shore.  Night 
crawlers and bobbers on small jigs tipped with night crawlers works best.  Largemouth 
bass are also being caught on night crawlers and plastic baits. 

Farm Ponds: Farm ponds are good for largemouth bass, bluegills and channel 
catfish.  Be sure to ask permission from the landowner first. 

Contact: Bryan Hayes (712) 769-2587 for information on the above area 
lakes. 

For more information on fishing in southwest Iowa, call the regional office in 
Lewis at 712-769-2587. 

     
Southeast 

Mississippi River Pools 16 to 19: Water levels in all pools are below flood stage.  
Water temperature at Muscatine is 82 degrees.  Water level at Muscatine is 4.38 feet and 
steady.                                            

White bass fishing has been fair below the dams using jigs and twister tails. 
Crappies and bluegill are biting on the wing dams as well as at West Lake Park.         
Catfishing is good on leeches along rocks; also try shrimp or stink bait.    
Lake Darling (Washington): Water temperature was 84 degrees.  Catfishing is 

very good in the early morning and late evening.  The morning bite seems to drop off 
around 8 a.m.  Male channel catfish are around the rocks looking for spawning sites.  
Chicken liver seems to be working the best.    

Lake Geode (Henry): Bluegill fishing is good on worm and bobber along the 
weed lines in 6 to 8 feet of water.  Catfishing is also good using stink bait.    

Lake Belva Deer (Keokuk): Catfishing has been very good using stink baits.  The 
big redear are still on the nests in shallow water.  Small jigs tipped with live bait are the 
way to go.                     

Lake Rathbun (Appanoose): Walleyes have been hitting on night crawlers being 
drifted or trolled across drop-offs, underwater islands, and other rocky shelves or ledges. 
Channel catfish have been biting on night crawlers on rocky shorelines.     

Lake Sugema (Van Buren): Bluegills and crappies have been hitting small jigs 
tipped with a minnow or a wax worm.    Try along the weed lines and around areas with 
rocky shorelines.  Largemouth bass have been hitting on crankbaits and other artificial 
presentations.   



Lake Wapello (Davis): Bluegills have been hitting small jigs tipped with a night 
crawler or a wax worm.  The best presentation has been suspending the jig in 8 to 10 feet 
of water.  Largemouth bass have been hitting artificial lures fished around the weed line 
and downed trees. Channel catfish have been biting on night crawlers and liver.   

Lake Miami (Monroe): Crappies have been hitting on small jigs tipped with a 
minnow being drifted along the deeper areas of the lake.  Channel catfish have been 
biting on stink bait. 

Lake Macbride (Johnson): Trolling shad colored crankbaits is producing a few 
walleyes, wipers and white bass.   The walleyes tend to be on the reefs, while the others 
are in more open water.       

Coralville Reservoir (Johnson): Channel catfish are moving up in the rocks to 
spawn and can be caught on a variety of live baits.  Most fish are in the 2 to 5 pound 
range with an occasional big one.       

Pleasant Creek (Linn): Largemouth bass are biting on crankbaits, plastic worms, 
or live baits.  Bluegills can still be caught on wax worms, but are out in 8 to 10 feet of 
water.  A few walleyes are being caught by trolling Lindy rigs.  White bass are actively 
feeding on the surface toward evening and can be caught on small crankbaits, spinners, 
and jigs.            

Diamond Lake (Poweshiek): Channel catfish are spawning and are aggressive.  
Fish around shallow rocks and use night crawlers for best results.  Bluegills and crappies 
are in the deeper brush now and can be caught on small jigs or wax worms.          

Skunk River (Washington and Henry): The river has remained fairly stable over 
the last week with some anglers finally able to run some bank poles and are picking up 
some nice flatheads.  Catfishing is also fairly good using cut bait and the usual variety of 
stink baits.             

Cedar River (Linn): Channel catfish are active and are being taken on stink bait.  
White bass can also be caught below the dams on bright twisters or large minnows.      

For more information on fishing in southeast Iowa, call the regional office in 
Brighton at 319-694-2430. 

 
Northeast 

Mississippi River Pools 9 to 15: Water levels on the Mississippi River on 
Monday were 5.7 feet at Guttenberg, 7.8 feet at Dubuque and Bellevue was at 5.4 feet 
and steadily dropping.  Water temperature was 80 degrees.  Lower water levels have 
contributed to good fishing on the river.   

Bluegills are biting on worms in the pockets below the dams in Pools 9 to 13 and 
in the slack waters next to structure.  With the warmer water conditions, bluegill fishing 
is picking up near Harpers Ferry (Pool 10) and many nice bluegills have been caught by 
shore anglers fishing next to the boat ramp in downtown Bellevue (Pool 13).  When 
fishing the backwater areas, concentrate around snags and areas with rock riprapped 
shorelines or other habitat and watch for spawning bluegills.   

Fishing for freshwater drum is good to excellent in Pools 9 to 15 using a simple 
sliding sinker and a night crawler.  Drum are found mostly in current situations and you 
do not need a boat to catch them.  Tailwater areas and wing dams are good areas to fish 
for drum.   



Largemouth and smallmouth bass fishing is good to excellent in Pools 9 to 15 on 
a variety of lures including small spinners, crankbaits, jigs, and soft plastics.  Both 
species are feeding heavily along rocky areas with current.  Try backwater sloughs along 
the snags for hungry largemouth as they move off their spawning beds.  The key to bass 
fishing is to find habitat and structure.  Rip rapped banks, snags and logs along the 
shoreline or a combination of these structures is even better.  Areas with good to 
excellent bass angling opportunities include below the dam and at the spillway in Pool 
10, the rock bank in Guttenberg (Pool 11) and the riprap below the dams in Dubuque 
(Pool 12) and Bellevue (Pool 13).   

Walleye fishing is very good in Pools 9 to 15 along the wing dams and sauger 
fishing has improved.  Try fishing crankbaits or three-way rigs with night crawlers or 
leeches in Pools 9 to 11.  Three-way rigs tipped with a leech have been more successful 
than night crawlers for anglers fishing in Pool 13.  Troll crankbaits along the front of the 
wing dams or cast on top and fish down the face of the dam.   

Fishing is good to excellent for channel catfish in Pools 9 to 15 as they continue 
to move onto the rocks to spawn.  Fish worms, cut bait or stink baits by drifting the bait 
under a bobber through the rocks and rip rapped areas.   

Northern pike fishing is very good near the spillways at Lock and Dams 9 and 
10.  Pike are feeding heavy in areas with coldwater springs. 

Cedar River (Mitchell, Floyd and Chickasaw): Water levels have gone down and 
fishing has improved.  Smallmouth bass are biting on 3-inch twister tails and tube jigs in 
a variety of colors.  Channel catfish are hitting night crawlers, chicken liver and chubs. 

Cedar and Shell Rock Rivers (Butler, Bremer and Black Hawk): Walleye and 
smallmouth bass fishing is good to excellent on night crawlers, leeches and crankbaits.  
Channel catfish are biting on leeches fished below the dams and in shallow, riffle areas. 

Maquoketa River (Delaware): Channel catfish action is good along shoreline 
structure and outside bends.  Also try fishing rip rapped areas near current for catfish by 
floating a night crawler or dead minnow.  Walleye fishing is fair on crankbaits or jigs 
tipped with a night crawler.  Smallmouth bass fishing is good using either crankbaits or a 
jig tipped with a night crawler.  

Turkey River (Clayton): Smallmouth bass are biting on minnows and artificial 
lures fished early in the morning.  Rock bass are being caught on night crawlers fished 
next to rock boulders and riprap.  Some walleye are hitting crankbaits fished in the deeper 
pools—the key is to use something that can reach the bottom of the pool and worked 
slowly. 

Upper Iowa River (Winneshiek and Allamakee): Fishing for smallmouth bass is 
fair using jigs in a variety of colors.  Northern pike fishing is excellent along the mouth of 
the river using crankbaits. 

Wapsipinicon River (Buchanan): Channel catfish are good using leeches floated 
below the dams.   

Black Hawk County Lakes and Ponds: Largemouth bass and bluegill fishing is 
good near shore using night crawlers fished under a bobber or small jigs.  Some crappie 
are still being caught in Big Woods and Brinker Lakes, but fish the deeper water (8 to 
12 feet) for crappies.  Bluegills are biting well in South Prairie Lake.   

Lake Delhi (Delaware): Bluegill and crappie fishing is fair using small jigs, night 
crawlers and minnows fished around boat docks and structure.   



Lake Hendricks (Howard): Channel catfish are spawning near rip-rapped shores.  
Largemouth bass fishing is good using plastic worms worked near structure.  Fishing is 
good for bluegills on wax worms or a piece of night crawler suspended under a bobber, 
or with artificial flies. 

Lake Meyer (Winneshiek): Channel catfish are biting night crawlers and chicken 
liver fished along the west side of the lake.  Catfish are spawning next to the larger logs 
and riprap in the lake.  Larger bluegills can be caught along the weed edges in 8 to 10 feet 
of water using a night crawler suspended under a bobber.  Crappies are being caught on 
small jigs floated under a bobber near snags in 7 to 10 feet of water.  Nice-sized 
largemouth bass are biting on top-water lures and weed-less lures. 

Volga Lake (Fayette): Fishing is picking up for channel catfish.  Largemouth 
bass fishing is picking up in the early morning and late evening hours.  Use slower-
moving artificial lures worked along structure.  Bluegill fishing is good using wax worms 
under a bobber. 

Trout fishing and stream conditions are good to excellent.  Many trout stream 
stockings are announced and the dates of proposed stockings can be found on the Iowa 
DNR website at www.iowadnr.gov or by calling the trout stocking hotline at 563-927-
5736.   

For information on fishing in northeast Iowa, call the regional office in 
Manchester at 563-927-3276. 

 
Northwest 

Spirit Lake (Dickinson): Walleye fishing has been good for 14 to 17-inch fish 
drifting with leeches and night crawlers in 18 to 20 feet of water. Fish are also being 
caught jigging weed lines. Buffalo Run, Big Stoney and Angler’s Bay have produced. 
Largemouth bass fishing is good around docks throwing plastic worms. A few yellow 
perch are being caught while fishing for walleyes. 

West Okoboji Lake (Dickinson): Walleye fishing is good along weed lines. Look 
for areas with vegetation and rocks in 10 to 20 feet of water. Leeches and night crawlers 
have been effective. Casting plastics on point has been effective in the evenings. Gull 
Point, Pillsbury Point and Fort Dodge Point have been good.  Northern pike fishing is 
excellent trolling or casting crankbaits in Millers and Emerson Bay. Bluegill fishing is 
good around weed lines and rock piles using small leeches and garden worms. White bass 
fishing is good in Brown’s Bay and Smiths Bay. Smallmouth bass fishing is fair around 
Gull Point, Pillsbury Point, and Fort Dodge Point.  Muskie fishing has been good around 
the emerging weed lines.  

East Okoboji Lake (Dickinson): Bullhead fishing is fair at the north end using 
night crawlers. 

Lake Pahoja (Lyon): Fishing is good for 6 to 7-inch bluegill around submerged 
brush using small worms and wax worms.  

Five Island Lake (Palo Alto): Walleye fishing is good at night. 
Little Sioux River (Clay): Channel catfish fishing is good using cut bait. 
Storm Lake (Buena Vista): Walleye fishing very good trolling shad raps. White 

bass are good to excellent casting fire tiger twisters or trolling crankbaits. Catfish are 
excellent on a variety of baits, especially around the rocky shorelines. 



Black Hawk Lake (Sac): Fishing is good to excellent for catfish on a variety of 
baits. 

Brushy Creek (Webster): Smaller crappies have been caught on a small jig 
tipped with a wax worm. Nice bluegills are biting on worms. Try catfish fishing at the 
northwest silt bridge. A few nice walleyes were caught this week on leeches.  

Clear Lake (Cerro Gordo): Walleye fishing is fair to good trolling crankbaits or 
drifting live bait in deeper water. Remember Clear Lake has a 14-inch minimum length 
and a daily bag limit of 3 walleyes. Yellow bass fishing is fair. Channel catfish are 
starting to hit on chicken liver and stink bait.   

Beeds Lake (Franklin): Fishing is good for 8 to 11-inch crappies using small jigs 
and minnows. Largemouth bass fishing is good in the early morning casting the shoreline 
with spinner baits.  

Upper and Lower Pine Lake (Hardin): Crappie fishing is good using minnows 
and small jigs. Drifting or trolling for suspended fish in the Upper Lake is the best 
technique. Catfish are hitting in the creek between the upper and lower lake.  

Smith Lake (Kossuth): Largemouth bass fishing is good. Spinner baits and jerk 
baits are working the best. Remember Smith Lake has an 18-inch minimum length on 
bass. Channel catfish angling is good using chicken liver, stink baits or dead chubs. 

Lake Catherine (Winnebago): Bluegill fishing has been good using small jigs or 
night crawlers. 

Rice Lake (Winnebago and Worth):  Bullhead fishing is excellent using night 
crawlers. Fish the windy shoreline for the best action. 

Lake Cornelia (Wright): Fishing is excellent for 9 to 11-inch bullheads using 
night crawlers.  

For more information on fishing in northwest Iowa, call the regional office in 
Spirit Lake at 712-336-1840. 
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